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XVII. ExtraB of a Regijler of the Barometer •, *tbermo- 
fneter> and Rain > at Lyndon, in Rutland, 1776. By 
Thomas Barker, Efquire. Communicated by Sir John 
Pringle, BarU P.R.S. 



Reacl February 20, 1776. 
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The year began wet, but there foon fell a greaterquan- 
tity of fnow than for feveral years paft :- we had perhaps 
the fharpeft, froft fince 1740, and it was more intenfe 
at the latter part of it than at the beginning. The froft 
went away finely the beginning of February , and without 
much rain till the fnow was almoft gone ;. but a good, deal 
of the middle of February was ftormy and wet,andit was 
chiefly wet till about ten days in TVIarch, yet not cold* 
Then the feafon grew dry;, the feed-time was fine, plea*- 
fant, growing; warmer, and in the middle of April hot* 
There was great plenty of bloflbms of all forts, and the 
graf§ came on well y but the wheat, which had been left 
thin by the great froft. and fnow, was father hurried on 
too faft. It grew colder at the end of April, and was cool 
and dry moft part of May, with chiefly 1 Northerly winds* 
During this time the wheat mended much, but rain 
began to be wanted,, of which there came fome in June,, 
and brought on both corn and grafs. The latter end of 
that month and July were only fhowery and hotter, fo 
that the hay was got in; well; and toward the end of July 
and beginning of Auguft, the ground began to burn 
pretty much, when, after fome very hot days there came 
a. great deal of wet. 

The courfe of the feafons this year was I believe the 
fame in all places. Dry fpring and beginning of fummer, 
fhowery June, drier July, very hot beginning of Auguft, 
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and wet after; but in different proportions in varfous 
places* In fome, as Leicefterftiire and Northamptonshire, 
the drought fo much prevailed thai: the ground was 
greatly burnt, and hay very fcarce; on the otkdr hand; 
here and in Huntingdonlhire^there were fo many refrefhv 
ing fhowers that we never were in want of grafs* 

The beginning of harveft was Vtet y and the reft 
fhowery . I believe a little of the wheat might grow, bufc 
in general the grain' was pretty well got hi* It was a re- 
taarkably plentiful year for almoft all kinda of fruit; 
the crop of grain was pretty good, efpecially the barley ji 
and there were great quantities of latter grafs and tur- 
nips. In the middle of September the weather grew 
fairer; it was a fine latter end of the year and wheat 
feed-time, without too much .-raid intermixed* As the 
winter came on, it was chiefly calm, and there ¥fas much 
cloudy or mifty weather, fcarce any ftafty mornings till 
near the end of November; a fhort froft then and mild 
again; but towards the latter half of December it began 
to be more inclined to froft, and the year ended with a 
lharp one, and pretty deep £how. 




